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Proposed Vision
Carothers Coastal Gardens is a serene garden
retreat where Seabrook residents and visitors
enjoy the bay view and stroll through prairie
gardens from shore to woodland creek and marsh.
These varied natural settings make up a
conservancy emphasizing native plants and
supporting many species of birds and other
wildlife. Here, visitors—families, nature and
garden enthusiasts, hikers and cyclists, artists and
photographers alike—find calm and connection.
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Connecting
with Nature
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Connecting with
Others
• The Carothers House hosts community
meetings, enrichment classes and
exhibits to benefit Seabrook residents.
• A dedicated area for community gardens
is maintained by Seabrook residents—
from beginners to master gardeners.
• Beautiful outdoor spaces designed with a
Hacienda flair provide an inspiring venue
for conversation and reflection.
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Carothers Gardens can
be an enticing place to
learn and connect…
• Take workshops to hone your gardening,
birding and naturalist skills
• Get fit and be well through yoga, exercise, and
wellness classes
• Join your peers at regular meetings of your
favorite local clubs and organizations
• Learn the story of Seabrook through history,
nature and photography exhibits
• Add a little arts and culture to your life through
studio offerings in photography, stained glass,
mosaics and dancing—to name a few!
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How will this important asset be transformed as
an inviting indoor space for Seabrook residents
to find enrichment, calm and connection?

Option 1 – Demolish, no rebuild, $235,217 net claim
CASE FOR:
• Use money for grounds improvements
• Lowest cost option, a safe option to
protect the property from future sale
• Funds to achieve the task force vision
• Shifts focus to emphasize the whole
park
• We can quit worrying about the house
• Quickest option

CASE AGAINST:
• Lost opportunity for indoor activities
and future uses
• Loss of unique structure that can’t be
replaced
• Loss of an asset

TASK FORCE VOTED in favor of this option

Option 2 – Elevate, rebuild existing structure,
$593,217.25 “Total ESTIMATED” net claim
CASE FOR:

CASE AGAINST:

• Takes us back to what we had
• Retains historic and nostalgic
structure
• Only option of the 3 that guarantees
an A/C indoor space
• Maximizes insurance payout

• Unknown liabilities of elevating the
facility
• No big improvement to facility, still
have deferred maintenance needs
(e.g., roof)
• $600K fix would leave us with too
much focus on the house

• Retains the asset

TASK FORCE VOTED against this option
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Option 3 – “Modified rebuild,” $235,217 net claim
Ideas:
• Leave walls intact, use existing floor as subfloor and build new floor to code and elevate ceiling
• Gut it (except for bathrooms), leave walls and floors, use as pavilion

CASE FOR:

CASE AGAINST:

• Retain some of the character of the
structure

• Lack of cohesive plan or picture for
what this would look like
• End up with a “ruin”
• Static air inside, would be hot

• Provides some facility needs

• Pavilion would attract loud, large
gatherings, picnics, day campers

TASK FORCE VOTED against this option

9

Option 4 – Demolish, build new facility
CASE FOR:

CASE AGAINST:

• Compliant, low maintenance facility
designed to meet Carothers facility
needs
• If we can get the full payout in
Option 2 to rebuild a new facility,
might leave funds for grounds
• Build on existing pad and
infrastructure

• A new building doesn’t solve the
same inherent problems with a
structure: staffing, usage, marketing,
support and maintenance
• If elevation claim funds are not
available, would leave no money for
grounds
• Attracting a bunch of people to use
the facility would change the quiet,
calm feel of the park

TASK FORCE VOTED in favor of this option
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TASK FORCE
RECOMMENDATIONS
TO CITY COUNCIL:
1. Look for ways to maximize insurance
payout.

2. Proceed with demolition, preserving
unique architectural elements for use
in the new facility.
3. Devote some insurance proceeds to
get started on improvements to the
grounds.
4. Design a new functional, yet lowmaintenance facility to provide an airconditioned space for indoor uses.
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